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for everyone—from nature lovers,
art admirers and those looking for
new ways to connect to community
members. Built on the highest point
in the city, City Springs’ views from
the terraced areas offer mountains
to the west and east and the skyline
of Atlanta to the south. It also incor-
porates two of the city’s most promi-
nent ecological features, the natural

v s e i RS
York theatres, the Byers
Theatre boasts “not a bad
seat in the house.” The
1,070-seat  performance
theatre features a full or-
chestra pit and fly loft to
make it an ideal venue for
a variety of performance
events.

The visual arts are a

for the City Springs site. Here, city leaders replant the dirt on Galambos Way.

ise as soil

For the city of Forsyth it started as
a joint project between Main Street,
the Convention & Visitors Bureau
(CVB) and with a Vibrant Commu-
nities Arts grant from the Georgia
Council for the Arts. The desire to
honor Forsyth’s train history and to
add something unique and interest-
ing to the historic downtown area
sparked the idea for a mural.

Barnesville-based artist Andrew
P. Henry was selected to design and
paint Forsyth’s first mural. Located
across from the historic train depots,
it features the Ocmulgee, which was
the first train in Georgia (1838) to
carry passengers and freight. As
hoped by city leaders, the mural
has become the catalyst for new col-
laborations including a public arts
district downtown and at the city’s
Country Club Park.

Building on the success of the
train mural, the city of Forsyth
through its CVB partnered with
‘Warden James Payne, Burruss Cor-
rectional Training Center (BCTC)
and the Department of Corrections
for a public safety themed mural and
metal sculptures. The city received

a second Vibrant Communities Arts
grant from the Georgia Council for
the Arts.

“With BCTC as a partner, Forsyth
is pleased to highlight its identity as
‘Georgia’s Public Safety Capital’,” said
Gilda Stanbery, executive director of
Forsyth Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau. “The unique partnership with
BCTC utilizes the talents of inmates
in collaboration with local artists.”

The first BCTC sculpture is a
steam engine, installed next to the
historic train depots and the Monroe
County Historical Society Museum.

“It was important to our design
that all installations encourage peo-
ple to interact with the piece,” Stan-
bery said.

Another public art exhibit is the
city’s mixed media mural and sculp-
ture. This piece is a nod to the city of
Forsyth’s history of kite cord manu-
facturing by Trio Manufacturing Co.
From 1949 until the mid-1970s, more
than 500,000 miles of kite string
were packaged and loaded on rail
cars bound for the Hi-Flier Kite Co.
in Ilinois. Forsyth artist Denise Buff
designed and created a mural for the

Forsyth Highlights History and Safety with Public Art

Forsyth’s train mural features the Ocmulgee, which was the first train in Georgia to carry
passengers and freight.

city’s Country Club Park in collabo-
ration with BCTC.

“Each display of public art reflects
what is uniquely ‘Forsyth,’ and gen-

erates an inviting feeling to those vis-
iting, while exhibiting the care our
citizens take in their community,”
Stanbery said.
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